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Dominant human rights violations recorded during June 

2017 revolve around preparations for the presidential youth 

interface rallies, Heroes Day commemorations, the 

upcoming Chiwundura by-election, continued barring of 

students from attending classes, harassment of vendors and 

discrimination during food aid distribution. Zimbabwe 

Peace Project notes trends where some violations cut across 

the entire nation during the course of the year while others 

are sporadic and isolated.   

Midlands recorded the highest number of types of human 

rights violations during the month under review. A total of 

eight rights (right to education, political rights, freedom of 

profession, the right to personal security, freedom of 

expression, freedom of association, right to food and the 

right to information) were breached in Midlands in the run 

up to the Chiwundura by-election. Opposition party 

supporters are intimidated; some are forced to remove their 

party regalia while others have had their party posters 

defaced. Threats to opposition party supporters are made 

openly and this makes it difficult for parties like National 

Constitutional Assembly (NCA) to hold door-to-door 

campaigns as with a case reported in Senga where 28 Zanu 

PF youths defaced NCA campaign posters. 

A trend of increased human rights violations have been 

noted and recorded where presidential youth interface 

rallies are held. In May, although the threat level in 

Mashonaland East was low, there were numerous 

violations that were propelled by preparations for the first 

Zanu PF youth interface rally that was held on 2 June. 

Seven rights were violated in Manicaland when Zanu PF 

was readying its supporters for the second presidential 

youth interface that was held at Sakubva Stadium in 

Mutare. Political rights, right to information, freedom of 

trade, freedom of association, property rights, right to food 

and right to education were violated across Mutare and 

surrounding areas as people were being forced to either 

contribute money towards the rally, shut down businesses 

or attend the rally against their will.   

Rarely has ZPP recorded a violation of freedom of trade 

but these seem to be appearing more often as Zanu PF 

prepares for its nationwide rallies. Vendors currently make 

bulk of the Zimbabwean population due to very high 

unemployment. Vendors are caught in between political 

party big wigs that force them to close down their stalls and 

places of trade and attend rallies. Municipal police have 

also wantonly raided vending bays during these times.  

During the ruling party rallies Zanu PF Manicaland 

provincial youth leader and the party’s youth secretary are 

on record for saying whites should leave farms so that Zanu 

PF youths can take over. The use of hate speech at the 

rallies has resulted in a sudden sprouting of a new wave of 

farm invasions, the most recent being at Lesbury Farm. 120 

families have been rendered homeless and properties 

destroyed in a hostile take over of the farm. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  
 

The organisation was founded in 2000 by church-based 

and human rights organisations. The current members of 

ZPP are Evangelical Fellowship of Zimbabwe (EFZ), 

Zimbabwe Council of Churches (ZCC), Catholic 

Commission for Justice and Peace in Zimbabwe (CCJPZ), 

Counselling Services Unit (CSU), Habakkuk Trust, 

Zimbabwe Human Rights Association (ZimRights), Civic 

Education Network Trust (CIVNET), Zimbabwe Lawyers 

for Human Rights (ZLHR) and Women’s Coalition of 

Zimbabwe (WCoZ). 
 

ZPP was established with the objective of monitoring, 

documenting and building peace and promoting the 

peaceful resolution of disputes and conflicts. The peace 

project seeks to foster dialogue and political tolerance 

through non-partisan peace monitoring activities, mainly 

through monitors who document the violations of rights in 

the provinces.   

 

The monitors, who at full complement stand at 420, 

constitute the core pool of volunteers, supported by three 
Regional Coordinators.  The Regional Coordinators 

relate with the national office headed by the National 

Director and programme officers in various units. 

 

ABOUT ZPP 
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The fact that Zanu PF is looking forward to seven more 

rallies and the country is anticipating the 2018 plebiscite 

places opposition party supporters and citizens at large at 

high risk. There are cases in Vungu, Chiwundura and 

Sanyati where MDC-T supporters have been victimised for 

wearing party regalia. There have even been cases where 

people are violated for wearing T-shirt distributed by non-

governmental organisations. A case in point is that of 

Matabeleland South where villagers from Ntembeni in 

Gwanda North were encouraged to disassociate themselves 

from non-governmental organisations to avoid losing out 

on charitable projects like food aid and food for work.  

In Bikita South and East there have been cases where 

people are violated under the guise of patriotism. Teachers 

and school heads are forced to contribute money in 

preparation for Heroes Day commemorations. Those 

requesting the money have no regard for interests and 

welfare of the people concerned. The commemorations 

have been politicised since Zanu PF is in charge of 

fundraising accuse teachers, who are failing to pay, of 

belonging to the opposition.  

Harare, despite recording a low threat level, had incidences 

that are evidence of intolerance for divergence. The arrest 

of Pastor Evan Mawarire and a student, Ocean Chihota, at a 

peaceful demonstration at the University of Zimbabwe was 

an infringement on people’s right to demonstrate and 

petition. Subsequently a student was abducted and 

questioned for his involvement in the demonstration. Such 

occurrences reflect how the state thwarts citizens’ freedom 

of expression and rights according to section 59.  

Several people sustained injuries when chaos broke out 

after tear gas was thrown in the city center during rush 

hour.  Anti riot police clashed with vendors and other 

people because citizens were angered by another spike 

throwing incident which left school children injured. In this 

melee unconfirmed reports alleged a police officer was 

killed. 

Food and other aid distributions as one source increasing 

human rights violations have been within ZPP’s radar since 

2006 and continue to be. In this particular report there are 

18 cases reported from 5 provinces where the right to food 

is breached as compared to 35 in May and nine in April 

from nine and seven provinces, respectively. The graph of 

2016 food violations of the same period is inverted as the 

violations dipped to 10 in May, from 18 in April while June 

recorded a rather high 28 cases of food violations. The 

numbers are irregular, however, it must be noted that 

despite the fact that most food aid programmes have folded 

cases of food violations continue to occur.  

There are cases where community leaders are already 

threatening to sideline opposition party supporters in 

upcoming food aid programmes. The people under threat 

have taken the warnings seriously after observing in the 

just ended food distribution programmes that community 

leaders do follow through their threats of side lining those 

that do not support the ruling party. For instance, villagers 

in Makotamo village of Chimanimani West are already 

being told by the village head, Edward Makotamo, that 

those not in support of Zanu PF will not get food in the 

forthcoming food aid programme.  Violations around food 

distribution might have gone down as most citizens still 

have food in their granaries having harvested from April 

onwards. 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

6 

JUNE 2017 

 

 

Information contained herein is based on reports from 

ZPP long-term community based human rights monitors, 

who observe and record cases of human rights violations 

in the constituencies they reside. ZPP deploys a total of 

420 community-based primary peace monitors (two per 

each of the 210 electoral constituencies of Zimbabwe). 

The monitors compile reports that are handed over to 

ZPP Coordinators who man the different ZPP regional 

offices in the ten administrative provinces of Zimbabwe. 

Upon receipt and verification of the reports from the 

monitors, the Coordinators compile provincial monthly 

monitoring reports, which are then consolidated at the 

national office into the ZPP Monthly Monitoring Report 

published in retrospect. This report contains some of the 

violations recorded by ZPP, the organisation has a data 

base with the rest of the injustices and gladly shares it 

with interested stakeholders. 

DATA GATHERING  
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     MDC-T 2.9%, NPP 0.9%, Zanu PF 0.5%, NCA 0.4%, ZRP 0.2% 

 

The Dashboard: Incident Statistics At A Glance 

MDC-T, NPP     
Zanu PF, NCA, ZRP 

Unknown 95.1% 

Unknown 8.1% 

War Vet 0.9% 

ZRP 18.5% 

Zanu PF 72.5% 
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Analysis of Violence Victims by Gender 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Analysis of Violence Perpertrators by Gender 
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Recorded Intra-Party Violations 
Province MDC-T ZANU PF MDC-N ZimPF PDP Total 

Bulawayo 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Harare 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Manicaland 0 1 0 0 0 1 

Mash Central 0 1 0 0 0 1 

Mash East 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Mash West 0 1 0 0 0 1 

Masvingo 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Mat North 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Mat South 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Midlands 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Overall Total 0 3 0 0 0 3 

3 intra party violations were recorded for Zanu PF only for June 

 

Distribution of violence by type across provinces  

ACTS Midlands Byo Mat. South Mat. North Masvingo Manicaland Harare Mash. East Mash. West Mash. Central TOTAL

Murder 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Rape/Sexual Harassment 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Kidnapping/abduction 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1

Assault 3 1 1 0 0 0 9 0 1 1 16

Theft/looting 0 0 1 0 2 1 0 3 2 1 10

Discrimination 4 1 1 2 1 3 0 3 5 1 21

MDP 1 1 1 0 0 3 3 0 1 0 10

Torture 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Unlawful Detention 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 1 0 3

Intimidation /harassment 17 1 4 4 4 15 5 17 4 14 85

Displacement 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 2

Attempted Murder 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Attempted Rape 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Banned Political Party Mtg 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

Disrupted Political Mtg 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

Total 26 4 8 7 7 24 20 23 14 17 150  

Harassment and intimidation cases increased to 85 in June, followed by Discrimination which recorded 21, 

Assault with 16 and Theft/looting with 10. Midlands had the highest recorded violations with 26, 

Manicaland with 24 violations and Mashonaland East with 23 recorded violations 
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On 7 June Zimbabwe Republic Police (ZRP) and 

municipal police were forcibly removing vendors and 

commuter omnibus operators from undesignated areas in 

the Bulawayo city centre. It is alleged that the officers 

were violent towards vendors while confiscating their 

wares. *Muriel Choto’s clothing was torn when police 

officers roughed her up as they were trying to take away 

her goods.  

  

Municipal police with some of the goods that were 

taken away from the vendors (Picture by ZPP) 

Premier High School headmaster, Ncube, turned away 

five students and barred them from attending lessons on 

8 June. The headmaster said the students will not be 

allowed in the school premises until they paid their 

school fees for the second academic term in full. ‘O’ 

Level candidates *Malcom Ncube and *Jason Nyoni 

were among the students that were turned away.  

 

 

 
 

It is alleged that carpenters were ordered to close 

business at Glenview complex and attend the burial of 

former Deputy President of the Senate, Naison 

Khutshwekhaya Ndlovu, at the National Heroes Acre on 

3 June. Reports are that the complex chairperson Mr 

Dumisani Chipango and Zanu PF Harare youth 

provincial committee member Doubt Mhike ordered the 

closure of the complex that is located in Glenview North 

ward 30. It was also reported that they both threatened to 

evict carpenters from the complex if they defied the 

order. 

  

Kuwadzana residents that joined Kuwadzana Housing 

Association Trust (KHAT) were each allegedly told to 

bring four people who will become Zanu PF cell 

members and who should also vote for Zanu PF in 2018. 

Zanu PF chairperson, Langton Mhaka, is said to have 

made this announcement while he was addressing 

residents at a meeting organized by KHAT on 6 June in 

phase 6 ward 38. The residents were told that their votes 

would count as a token of appreciation to Member of 

Parliament Betty Kaseke and President Robert Mugabe 

for availing opportunities for them to get land. Those 

that fail to mobilise four people were told that they 

would be withdrawn from the association.  

On 18 June, in Ward 23, Chitungwiza Zanu PF youths 

allegedly assaulted MDC-T youths. The MDC-T youths 

were meeting at the home of Chitungwiza Deputy 

Organising Secretary of the Women’s Assembly, 

*Melody Kadenge when they were attacked. The 

perpetrators were identified as Peter Anusi, Lazarus 

Gomo, Gilbert Manyozo, Timothy Chitembwe, Martin, 

Category of incident  June 2017 May 2017 

Assault  1 1 

Discrimination  1 2 

MDP  1 0 

Intimidation/harassment  1 2 

Threat level: Low 

Threat level: Low 
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Mbombo and Pardon Chitembwe. The attacks resulted in 

the destruction of Kadenge’s house and injury of some 

people. The case was reported at Makoni Police Station 

(RRB number 3190605) and some of the perpetrators 

reported to the police station for questioning.  

Unidentified individuals destroyed windows of a 

Glenorah house belonging to a political activist. The 

victim reported that the incident took place on 22 June 

around 2am when he was sleeping. He heard sound of 

windows being broken but was not able to identify the 

attackers. The matter was reported at Glenorah police 

(RRB 3167673) and the issue is under investigation by 

the Police Peace Unit. However, the victim is 

speculating that the perpetrators are ZanuPF youths that 

have threatened him since he has joined Tajamuka 

activists that have been participating in demonstrations 

against Zimbabwe Electoral Commission (ZEC) over the 

Biometric Voter Registration (BVR) kits. 

 

One of the windows damaged by suspected Zanu PF 

supporters (Picture by ZPP) 

At the University of Zimbabwe in Mount Pleasant ward 

17, medical students were evicted from campus 

residences after they demonstrated against increase in 

fees. During the demonstration that took place on 

campus, anti-riot and campus police who were sent in to 

restore order assaulted students. It is alleged that on 15 

June the vice chancellor, Professor Levy Nyangura, and 

the student representative council reached a consensus 

regarding increase of academic fees for medicine 

students from $700 to $1500 per semester. However, the 

affected students held a peaceful demonstration on 26 

June as they felt the increase was too much considering 

the country’s economy. Pastor Evan Mawarire, who was 

protesting in solidarity with the medical students, was 

arrested together with a student, Ocean Chihota, and 

detained at Avondale Police Station. They were released 

on bail. ZPP has, as part of the report annexures, a letter 

from the university registrar addressed to the medical 

students.  

Student leader *David Makunde went missing following 

the UZ demonstration and was reported missing in case 

docket number RRB3190902. Makunde was found in 

Mbare a week later and he said he had been abducted by 

people who had asked him for direction near his home in 

Chitungwiza. They offered him a lift saying they were 

headed in the same direction. Along the way, Makunde 

said he was hit on the head by an object and lost 

consciousness. He woke up at a house that had no 

windows and the assailants interrogated him about the 

disturbances that had occurred at the university. The 

perpetrators fed him on bread and gave him water after 

which he lost consciousness again. He woke up in an 

open space in Mbare is currently receiving medical 

assistance. 

On the morning of 29 June a commuter omnibus 

overturned when traffic police threw a spike at the 

moving vehicle in Harare city centre. Commuters that 

included students from Churchill High School sustained 

injuries. Vendors then started protesting against the 

continued use of spikes that places lives of people at 

risk. Anti-riot police moved into the city centre to 

control the crowd when vendors started to attack 

throwing stones. It alleged that a police officer lost his 

life during the running battles, however the officer on 

duty at Harare Central Disctrict could not confirm nor 

deny the allegation for ZPP. 
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There was chaos after police officers threw tear gas 
canisters in Harare (Picture by ZPP) 

Category of incident  June 2017 May 2017 

Assault  9 4 

Theft/looting  0 2 

MDP  3 1 

Intimidation/harassment  5 5 

Kidnapping/abduction  1 0 

Unlawful detention  2 0 

 

 

In Mutare West, Masvaure village ward 25, it is alleged 

that on 2
 

June war veterans and other Zanu PF 

supporters denied *George Mauya entry into a meeting. 

The meeting was aimed at discussing irrigation schemes 

and mainly Zanu PF supporters were informed of the 

meeting. Mauya is known to be aligned to the National 

People’s Party. 

In Mutare Central at Sakubva Boyz Club on 6 June, 

Chikanga/Dangamvura Member of Parliament, Esau 

Mupfumi chaired a meeting where he urged residents to 

attend the ‘the youths interface with the president’ rally 

at Sakubva Stadium. It is alleged that Mupfumi said that 

vending bays of those that will fail to attend the rally 

will be destroyed and the vendors would be beaten up. 

He added that in the coming 2018 elections, Mutare 

Central Member of Parliament (MP) Innocent Gonese 

and other MDC-T councillors should not get any votes.  

Zanu PF Manicaland chairperson and Minister of Energy 

and Power Development, Samuel Udenge, Minister of 

Public Service, Labour and Social Welfare, Prisca 

Mupfumira, Manicaland Provincial Affairs Minister, 

Mandiitawepi Chimene and Provincial Youth Leader, 

Mubuso Chinguno held a meeting at Mutare 

Government Complex on 7 June. Minister Mupfumira is 

alleged to have declared that all vendors must shut down 

their businesses and attend the rally. She is said to have 

also ordered that school children attend the rally as well. 

Furthermore, it was alleged that the Chinguno said  

youths would be deployed on door-to-door campaigns 

ensuring that every resident attends the rally. 

Obadiah Musindo, founder of Destiny Network 

International Housing Cooperative, is alleged to have 

told Chikanga/Dangamvura residents that all those that 

received stands should attend the presidential youth 

interface as a way of expressing gratitude towards the 

president who gave them the stands. He is alleged to 

have said that those who fail to attend will be evicted.  

Musindo was addressing over a thousand people at 

Dangamvura Hall on 8 June.  

MDC-T ward 10 chairperson of Muwangirwa village 

(name supplied) in Mutare West was told to surrender 

her party regalia to Zanu PF councillor, Aaron Ranga, in 

the ward by some unidentified Zanu PF youths on 12 

June. The confiscated regalia was surrendered to 

councillor Ranga.  

On 13 June, towards the Zanu PF Manicaland 

Presidential Youth Interface, Minister of Manicaland 

Provincial Affairs, Chimene, is alleged to have declared 

that all vehicles that are not roadworthy will be allowed 

to ferry people to the rally. The minister is reported to 

have uttered this during the inspection of Sakubva 

Stadium in Mutare Central. She is said to have gone on 

to say that police manning roadblocks will be ordered 

not to stop or interfere with unroadworthy vehicles on 

the day of the rally. Meanwhile, municipal police and 

ZRP forcibly removed vendors from their vending bays. 

Threat level: Low 
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Some stalls that are visible along the road to Sakubva 

stadium were demolished in preparation for the rally.  

 

Informal traders’ stalls demolished in preparation for 

the rally in Mutare (Picture by ZPP) 

On 13 June 2017 Zanu PF chairperson Mukono went 

around markets in ward 3 of Mutasa, Mutare Central in 

the company of approximately 200 Zanu PF youths 

ordering vendors not to sell their wares starting from 14 

to 16 June in preparation for the rally. Mutare vendors 

and residents were forced to clean Sakubva stadium, the 

venue for the Zanu PF presidential youth interface. Zanu 

PF supporters also allegedly threatened to assault people 

who failed or refused to help clean up ward 3 of Mutare 

Central constituency.  

In ward 10 of Mutare Central, vendors’ stalls were 

destroyed by Zanu PF youths in the build up to the June 

16 rally. It was reported that on 14 June at around 1am, 

suspected Zanu PF youths demolished all vending stalls 

around Bata and Friendly supermarket in Mutare 

Central. It was then said that all vendors’ commodities 

were left scattered everywhere and their tables  allegedly 

set on fire.  

At Watsomba Business Centre in ward 21 of Mutasa 

Central, unidentified Zanu PF youths were demanding 

$2 from each vendor at the business centre on 14 June. It 

was reported that they were saying the money is going to 

be used for fuel to bus people from Mutasa to Sakubva 

stadium. 

On 14 June it was reported that an MDC-T national 

executive youth member, Knowledge Nyamhuka, urged 

school children and vendors in Mutare not to leave their 

homes on Friday to avoid being forced to attend the 

Zanu PF rally. This came after the Zanu PF provincial 

youth chairperson Chingono and the Chikanga/ 

Dangamvura MP Mupfumi had earlier indicated that 

they were going to force people to attend the rally. It is 

alleged that Nyamhuka said this when addressing the 

party supporters and other residents at the MDC-T 

meeting held at their provincial offices located at 

Number 2 Darlington in ward 10 of Mutare Central 

constituency. 

Manicaland Minister for Provincial Affairs, Chimene, is 

alleged to have ordered Mutare Teachers College and 

Mutare Technical College administration to bus students 

to clean up Mutare in preparation for the presidential 

youth interface.  The students complained that they had 

not been informed in advance and had to miss lessons 

the whole day on 14 June. Students from Mutanda, 

Chisamba, Dangare primary as well as Sakubva and 

Elise Gledhill secondary schools were forced to attend 

the presidential youth interface. 

In Makoni South, Manicaland Province on 22 and 23 

June there was a farm invasion and farm workers were 

left homeless and stranded. The tobacco growing 

Lesbury Farm which belongs to Robert Smart and his 

son Darrell was invaded by Bishop Trevor Manhanga. 

This is despite that the Smart family has owned the farm 

since the 1930s. After the farm workers contested the 

authenticity of the eviction notice, Manhanga used three 

trucks loaded with people from the deputy sheriff, police 

officers from Rusape Police Station and members of the 

Support Unit Department to evict the farm dwellers. 

Farm workers’ property was also removed from their 

houses and scattered outside the farm. 

 

Property of Lesbury farm workers that was damaged and 

dumped outside Lesbury farm (Picture by ZPP) 
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In Buhera West Magaya village, it was reported that 

*Royal Munda was turned away from a Zanu PF 

meeting on 25 June despite being a Zanu PF member. It 

was alleged that he was turned away by Vakisai 

Chakanetsa and Jaricha Komboni on the basis that he 

was participating in a number of activities hosted by 

non-govenmental organisations.  

In Buhera South at Muzokomba Primary School some 

teachers are allegedly sticking posters of MP Joseph 

Chinotimba in their classrooms. A teacher, *Rodwell 

Chitengu, said teachers are following an instruction they 

were given at a Teachers Union of Zimbabwe (TUZ) 

workshop held in May at Muzokomba High School. The 

workshop is said to have been conducted courtesy of  

MP Chinotimba. Another teacher who also has the MP’s 

poster in his classroom said he was doing this out of fear 

and safeguarding his life considering the upcoming 2018 

polls. Parents and guardians of pupils have expressed 

disapproval of the move by MP Chinotimba.  

 

One of the classrooms at Muzokomba Primary School with a 

poster of MP Chinotimba (Picture by ZPP) 

Category of incident  June 2017 May 2017 

Theft/looting   1 0 

Discrimination  3 15 

MDP  4 0 

Intimidation/harassment  10 9 

Displacement  2 0 

Forced to attend meetings  5 2 

 

 

Zanu PF Guruve district chairperson, Maxwell 

Nyagomo, allegedly forced villagers to attend a Zanu PF 

meeting at Nyamuseve farm ward 21 in Guruve North. 

Nyagomo is alleged to have instructed war veterans to 

monitor those who would not attend. He stated that those 

who fail to attend are traitors and for fear of being 

labelled, villagers were forced to attend the meeting on 1 

June. 

In Mazowe Central at Kakora village ward 10 on 2 June 

it is alleged that during an MDC-T village mobilization 

campaign Zanu PF councillor Chipo Chogwiza told 

MDC-T supporter, *Wilfred Mushanawani, to prepare 

for the worst ahead of the 2018 elections. These threats 

have haunted Mushanawani since suspected ruling party 

activists burned his homestead to ashes in 2008.  

It is alleged that Zanu PF youths in ward 12, Bindura 

North clashed over ownership of land at Chimsiv near 

Goche farm on 2 June. During the violent clashes Tafara 

Bonde and Tinotenda Bonde assaulted *Lawson 

Hungwe. Hungwe was accused of stealing the land and 

was assaulted after he was seen pegging a piece of land 

that Tafara and Tinotenda claim to own and have been 

illegally parcelling out. Tinotenda and Tafara are the 

sons of Zanu PF Gushungo branch chairperson Samuel 

Kaseke Bonde.  

Zanu PF supporter, Jimmy Gayison, allegedly threatened 

the security of *Howard Kadogo who resides in 

Ridgeview ward 26 Mount Darwin South. It is reported 

that Kadogo attended birthday celebrations of National 

People’s Party (NPP) leader Joyce Mujuru on 17 April. 

Kadogo’s public support of an opposition political party 

offended Gayison. On 6 June Gayisoni is alleged to have 

said he does not tolerate sell-outs and added that 

Chimutanda’s family should go and live with Mujuru. 

Threat level: Low 
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In Muzarabani South at St Albert’s growth point, ward 

10 it is alleged that on 8 June Zanu PF district security 

advisor, Ezrome Marange, told *Pedzisai Hove to desist 

from wearing MDC-T regalia and attending opposition 

meetings if he does not want to be evicted from his 

home. Marange made these threats after he saw Hove 

clad in MDC-T regalia after shopping at St Albert 

growth point. 

It is alleged that an NPP activist, *Herbert Chikuni, was 

harassed by Zanu PF youths in Mazowe Central, 

Mapfumo village ward 10 on 9 June. Chikuni summoned 

NPP youths to a meeting in the ward then ruling party 

youths led by Brian Jonga violently disrupted the 

meeting. Jonga and the Zanu PF supporters arrived 

armed with knobkerries and chanting party slogans. NPP 

youths fled and left Chikuni who was scolded for 

supporting the opposition, labeled a traitor and detained 

for a few hours. 

School head Takwana Ngoche and school development 

committee member Rhodha Chawawa barred Forrester J 

Primary School (ward 27 Mazowe North) pupils from 

attending classes on 20 June. The school authorities 

turned away students that have not paid school fees in 

full. 

At the burial of a Zanu PF activist, Christopher 

Chigwida, in Mazowe Central ward 10 it is alleged that 

aspiring MP, Tabeth Malinga addressed Chogwiza 

villagers and threatened opposition party members. On 

the day in question, 26 June, Malinga said she will flush 

all opposition activists in the toilet and added that their 

days were numbered and they will be dealt with in 2018.  

Category of incident  June 2017 May 2017 

Assault  1 0 

Theft/looting  1 1 

Discrimination  1 4 

Intimidation/harassment  14 7 

 

 

Zanu PF youth officers, Innocent Mhuteyebhani and 

Tichaona Materera, allegedly forced Marondera 

residents to each pay a dollar towards the Zanu PF youth 

interface rally. The youth officers called for a meeting at 

Ward 5 Mahachi shopping centre in Murehwa North a 

day before the rally (1 June) where they ordered families 

to pay and also said that those who fail to attend will be 

killed. For fear of victimisation, residents complied. 

Zanu PF youth Chairperson for Marondera, *Revai Huni 

was assaulted by Gift Midzi and Wiseman Mutasa 

during an after party of the youth interface rally on 2 

June and Dombotombo shopping centre. It is alleged that 

intra-party violence broke out when Huni indicated that 

he was against President Robert Mugabe’s idea of taking 

land from inactive and unproductive youth giving it to 

active and productive ones. Huni’s subordinates felt that 

their leader was opposing the ideas of the president and 

needed to be stopped.  

Charles Ndamba, a Zanu PF supporter and village head, 

allegedly accused *Jeffrey Mateka of hosting an MDC-T 

meeting at his home in Mudzi South on 9 June. Ndamba 

added that he will not tolerate Mateka influencing 

villagers to support MDC-T. Mateka was told that he 

should support Zanu PF or face eviction before 2018 

elections. 

Youths who were promised residential stands in 

Marondera Central were on 12 June forced by Zakaria 

Makonese and other Zanu PF supporters to contribute a 

dollar towards the Mutare rally. Makonese is alleged to 

have said that youth should contribute so that they can 

hire a bus to ferry people to Sakubva Stadium. He is said 

to have told the youths that youths from other provinces 

attended the Marondera rally therefore the favour has to 

be returned. 

Threat level: Low 
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It is alleged that pupils owing fees at Chibvuti Primary 

School in ward 7 of Goromonzi West were sent back 

home. Headmaster, Edward Chekumanyara, sent 

students home between 19 and 22 June. Parents of the 

affected pupils tried negotiating with Chekumanyara for 

payment plans but were told to pay tuition fees in full 

first before sending their children back to school.   

Category of incident  June 2017 May 2017 

Theft/looting  3 6 

Discrimination  3 2 

Intimidation/harassment  17 10 

 

 

A presidential interface rally was held on 2 June 2017 at 

Rudhaka Stadium, Marondera. Attendance was very 

high partly owing to intimidation of residents by local 

leaders. School buses, haulage trucks and commuter 

omnibuses ferried people to the venue. The event was 

characterised by a high presence of uniformed forces 

who were deployed for the rally and these included 

Zimbabwe Republic Police, Zimbabwe National Army, 

Zimbabwe Prison Service, Air Force of Zimbabwe and 

Zimbabwe National Youth Service. Schools were 

ordered to close for the rally and students from schools 

within the district were ordered to attend. Students from 

Cherutombo, Nyameni and Marondera High Schools 

missed lessons as they were ordered to attend the rally. 

Most flea markets and vending bays closed.  

 

A haulage truck ferrying people to Rudhaka Stadium 

(Picture by ZPP) 

 

 

Markets were closed as people were forced to attend the 

rally (Picture by ZPP) 

 

Some of the security forces deployed during the rally to 

maintain peace (Picture by ZPP) 

 

Some of the pupils that were forced to abscond from 

school and attend the presidential youth interface rally 

(Picture by ZPP) 

*Bradley Marufu, a graduate trainee employed by the 

District Development Fund was on 5 June reportedly 

dismissed from work on allegations that he had failed to 

produce a Zanu PF membership card. It is alleged that 

the District Development Fund department in Mhondoro 

Threat level: Low 



 

 
 

17 

Ngezi has politicised recruitment.  

Landlord Peter Chuma, a Zanu PF supporter, evicted 

*Barron Dimuka from an apartment he rents in Kadoma 

Central around midnight because he defected to National 

Peoples Party. Chuma is said to have come to this 

decision when he was having a Zanu PF Rimuka 

executive meeting early that day. Dimuka’s property was 

forcefully removed at night by Zanu PF youths led by 

Chuma. The property was damaged as the hired youths 

recklessly removed it.    

*Marvelous Gondo and *Evelyn Mhike, who stay in 

ward 5 of Rimuka, Kadoma Central, were among the 

people that were allegedly forced to buy old Zanu PF 

membership cards for $1. During this process, on 8 June, 

people were forced to provide their identity numbers, 

phone numbers and full names. The ruling party 

supporters that are selling old membership cards were 

led by Lydia Maphosa, Zanu PF ward 3 chairperson. 

Gondo and Mhike said that upon paying for the cards 

they were told that they no longer have to worry about 

their personal safety, they were also told that they would 

soon receive new cards. 

 

An old Zanu PF membership card that was sold to Rimuka 

villagers (Picture by ZPP)  

The headmistress of Kundayi Railway Block 4 Primary 

School in ward 13 Muzvezve, Loveness Moyo sent 

pupils back home to collect fees. Pupils ranging from 

early child development to grade seven were turned 

away before lessons could even commence. In a video 

that ZPP is in possession of, on 19 June the headmistress 

is reported to have stated that the school had no chalk 

and teachers had no stationary.   

Kingsdale Housing Cooperative in Norton, under the 

instruction of Cuthbert Mupami, demolished homes with 

the help of armed police on 25 June. Mupami got the 

cooperation of armed police after he claimed to have 

been threatened by machete wielding residents. 

Residents contested paying $27 per square meter as 

demanded by Mupami, insisting on paying $5 instead, in 

accordance with a court order issued in 2015. Those who 

resisted paying had their homes demolished during the 

night. Mupami is accused of over subscribing the 

housing cooperative and is now evicting some occupants 

to make way for others who had paid but had not been 

allocated land. The residents claim to have been given 

land by the ruling party. One hundred families from each 

ward in Norton were organized and given this land by 

the political leadership on the understanding that they 

would pay for the development of the land. *Allen 

Danda and *Noreen Shirichena were arrested by police 

and spent the night in police custody on charges of 

trying to obstruct the evictions. They were released after 

MP Temba Mliswa engaged a lawyer on their behalf. 

Zanu PF supporters assaulted MDC-T chairperson, 

*Proud Kanengoni, at a soccer tournament in Jompani, 

Sanyati on 25 June. Kanengoni was assaulted for 

wearing MDC-T regalia. Among the perpetrators were 

Patrick Musona, William Ruzvidzo and Brian Ruzvidzo 

from Nyamatani and Makwechere under chief Hozheri. 

The incident was reported to police (RRB number 

2039782). Kanengoni was advised to seek medical 

assistance. 
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 *Proud Kanengoni, wearing blood stained clothes after 

Zanu PF supporters assaulted him (Picture by ZPP) 

Category of incident  June 2017 May 2017 

Assault  1 0 

Theft/looting  2 0 

Discrimination  5 3 

Unlawful Detention  1 1 

Intimidation/harassment  4 7 

 

 

Teachers from various schools around Bikita South are 

allegedly forced to make monetary contributions 

towards Heroes Day celebrations. It is alleged that a 

circular was sent from the District Education Office to 

Tamuka Secondary School. Each teacher is supposed to 

pay  $1 while heads of schools are supposed to pay $2. 

For fear of victimisation, most teachers are contributing 

as it was said that those who do not are either not 

patriotic or they support opposition parties.   

On 15 June in Bikita East, it was reported that heads of 

all schools in the constituency were given letters by the 

acting District Inspector for Bikita, Chiwoneso Maraza, 

instructing all teachers to contribute towards the 

upcoming Heroes Day commemorations. According to 

the circular, ordinary teachers will pay $1 and school 

heads were expected to  pay double. The circular further 

states that all those intending on going against the 

request from the ministry will be excluded from future 

programmes like voter education. The circular is alleged 

to have been signed by Heroes Celebrations Organising 

Chairperson, Mr L.L Makombe.  Some of the civil 

servants that were contacted for comment said the fund 

raising has gone on for three years.   

Category of incident  June 2017 May 2017 

Theft/looting  2 7 

Discrimination  1 7 

Intimidation/harassment  4 22 

 

 

On 24 June, in preparation for the presidential Interface 

rally in Lupane, school heads were told to attend the 

rally together with school children. All other political 

parties have been barred from holding meetings until 

after 14 July. There is increased police presence and 

other security details. People have also been told not to 

hold unnecessary gatherings without informing the 

police. 

At a funeral of war veteran Jorum Sibanda, Zanu PF 

supporters disrupted the gathering and began forcing 

individuals to chant party slogans saying that they were 

preparing people for the presidential youth interface 

rally to be held on 14 July. While the funeral 

proceedings were underway on 28 June, it is said that 

Zanu PF youth activists led by Mbongeni Mpofu and 

Chapuka Mudenda from Gomoza ward in Lupane West 

Threat level: Low 

Threat level: Low 
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stood up and began forcing mourners to sing and chant 

party slogans. Mpofu and Mudenda also ordered youths 

to attend the youth rally without fail. After the funeral, it 

is said that known opposition supporters were followed 

and ordered to attend the upcoming rally.  

Category of incident  June 2017 May 2017 

Assault  0 1 

Theft/looting  0 1 

Discrimination  2 4 

Unlawful Detention  0 1 

Intimidation/harassment  4 7 

 

 

In Insiza South, it is alleged that a number of students 

from Ntuthuko Primary School in ward 3 were denied 

entry ito classrooms by the headmaster, Ndumo Ncube 

on 5 June. It is reported that Ncube withdrew and barred 

all the students who had failed to each bring 5kg bags of 

maize, sugar beans and $1 meant for the school feeding 

program.  

An incident of malicious damage to property in Village 

5 of Ward 26 at Nsangu Jahana in Shangani was 

reported on Sunday 11 June. Zanu PF youths led by 

councillor Edith Gumbo, Zanu PF ward chairperson 

Shame Mathe, Virginia Mathe, Kinana Dlodlo are said 

to have raided the home of village head, *Victor 

Sengwayo. The Zanu PF supporters are said to have 

physically assaulted Sengwayo, his wife, mother and 

nephew and looted property that includes a generator, 

inverter and building tools. Some members of the family 

sustained serious injuries and the 13-year-old nephew is 

still admitted at a Bulawayo hospital where he is said to 

be suffering from seizures attributed to brain damage.  

Mahayiza Ndlovu, Watershed village headman and Zanu 

PF member in Bulilima East intimidated villagers during 

a community meeting held at Watershed and Madlawuni 

areas on 28 June. It is alleged that, Ndlovu verbally 

attacked villagers supporting opposition parties. In his 

remarks, he mentioned punishing those that are not part 

of Zanu PF cell groups. He accused villagers who had 

failed to attend the meeting as Zanu PF enemies who are 

likely to be banished from his area. He added that those 

who value their security should side with Zanu PF.  

Category of incident  June 2017 May 2017 

Assault  1 0 

Theft/looting  1 0 

Discrimination  1 2 

MDP  1 0 

Intimidation/harassment  4 3 

 

 

In Chiwundura ward 13 Chikutubwe, on 1
 
June, Zanu PF 

ward 13 Chairperson Jeremiah Mutupa called for a 

campaign meeting at Kuni Business Centre. It is alleged 

that villagers were forced to attend Zanu PF by-election 

candidate Brown Ndlovu’s campaign rally or risk losing 

their farming plots. Children were made to abscond 

classes and herd cattle while the elders attended the 

rally. 

In Gokwe Chireya ward 4 at the Cotton Marketing 

Board depot, Cotton Company of Zimbabwe (COTTCO) 

recruited workers. It is alleged that during the 

recruitment that took place on 2 June no one perceived 

to support opposition political parties was invited for 

interviews. The panel that conducted the interviews is 

said to have comprised of a COTTCO manager only 

identified as Mukanya, Zanu PF provincial member, 

Shen Hove and other unidentified COTTCO personnel. 

Those seeking employment were allegedly supposed to 

have Zanu PF membership cards and a letter of 

recommendation from the Zanu PF Gokwe district 

Threat level: Low 

Threat level: Low 
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officials. ZPP is in possession of the names of some of 

the MDC-T supporters that failed to make the cut based 

on their political preferences. ZPP spoke to Cotton 

Marketing Board depot Human Resources Manager who 

denied allegations of recruiting youths based on their 

political affiliation. The Manager, Vuramai Chimbindi, 

asserted that youths were called to Cheziya Gokwe High 

School and oriented on career guidance and this is when 

the parastatal announced the requirements to aspiring 

employees, none of which included political affiliation.  

A group of Zanu PF youths who were on 5 June 

embarking on a door-to-door campaign for their party’s 

candidate Brown Ndlovu allegedly invaded a village 

near the Sino-Zimbabwe Cement Company located in 

Chiwundura resettlement area. It is reported that the 

group of about 15 youths who were chanting Zanu PF 

party slogans arrived at the village and ordered 

*Nicholas Kadenge to vacate his farm. Kadenge is a 

known MDC-T supporter who has been warned that the 

by-elections are paving way for the 2018 and by then the 

area should not have any MDC-T supporters. One of the 

youths, identified as Jacob, is alleged to have said Zanu 

PF youths are prepared to burn villages and properties of 

those not willing to join Zanu PF before the 2018 

elections. 

On 8 June, several Zanu PF youths were deployed in a 

number of wards in Chiwundura. The deployment took 

place ahead of MDC-T rally slated for 10 June at Mkoba 

Stadium. MDC-T President Morgan Tsvangirai 

addressed the rally. Some of the ruling party youths 

threatened villagers not to attend the MDC-T rally. 

An MDC-T Midlands provincial security official, *Joel 

Kanengoni, was allegedly assaulted by six unidentified 

youths suspected to belong to Zanu PF on 10 June at 

Mkoba 14. This happened after the MDC-T rally that 

was addressed by MDC-T President Morgan Tsvangirai 

at Mkoba Stadium in Gweru on 10 June. The party 

youths demanded a security report that covered the 

Gweru MDC-T rally and when Kanengoni referred them 

to security officials responsible for the rally, he was 

attacked with sjamboks and fists and then later fled the 

scene of the incident. It remains unclear whether the 

incident was reported to the police or not. 

Everson Chovere, a Zanu PF supporter, assaulted 

Mberengwa MDC-T chairperson, *George Kambewu, 

with an empty bottle on the head at Chingechuru on 11 

June. Chovere also threatened to burn down Kambewu’s 

home if he continued supporting MDC-T and wearing 

the party’s regalia. Kambewu reported the threats to the 

police and he says no action was taken.  

A known MDC-T ward treasurer, from ward 10 Nyoka 

village, Chiwundura, was barred from attending a village 

development meeting held on 14 June because he does 

not support Zanu PF. It is alleged that Nyoka village 

headman, Bernard Nyoka had announced earlier that 

those who are not Zanu PF supporters should not attend 

the meeting. The meeting was for male members of the 

community to discuss and map a way forward for the 

repairing of a dam which was damaged by the past 

season’s incessant rains. 

Village head Dawu Nyathi ordered *Lucky Ncube to 

leave a gathering that had been called for by Councillor 

Ronald Moyo for all the ward 6 villagers. The meeting 

was held at Vungu ward 6 at Maboleni Business Centre 

on 14 June when Nyathi claimed that Ncube had refused 

to surrender his MDC-T regalia despite orders to do so. 

Nyathi added that he wanted to take the regalia to the 

Zanu PF ward chair as he does not tolerate opposition 

supporters in his village. He also alleges Ncube is 

disrespectful because he continues to attend MDC-T 

meetings against Nyathi’s orders. Ncube is living in fear 

after being publicly labelled a sell-out. 

28 Zanu PF youths defaced NCA posters in Senga high 

density suburb on 14 June. As part of their campaign on 

behalf of Takudzwa Guzete vying for MP, NCA youths 

were sticking posters around Senga high density suburb 

when Zanu PF youths led by Michael ordered the NCA 

youths to leave Senga. The frightened youths abandoned 

their duty to stick posters and left when the Zanu PF 

youths became aggressive. Police officers that were in 

the vicinity did not stop the Zanu PF youths despite the 

fact that defacing posters is unlawful and can attract 

sanctions details in section 152    of the Electoral Act. 

Guzete said that there are MDC-T youths that have also 

been accused of defacing NCA posters and a police 

report will be made once one of them is identified.  

Zanu PF youths, led by Emanuel Kure, allegedly 

disrupted an MDC-T meeting held at *Bernard Nyoni’s 
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home in ward 16 Machakata village, Gokwe 

Mapfungautsi on 20 June. The Zanu PF youths went to 

Nyoni’s home and attacked MDC-T supporters with 

stones before fleeing after realising that they were 

outnumbered by opposition party supporters. However, 

the Zanu PF youths vowed to return in large numbers 

and are targeting the next MDC-T meeting slated for the 

4 July at the same venue. 

Chenjerai Rukweza, Chiwundura ward 9 village head, 

allegedly told his subjects that they must not tolerate or 

accommodate opposition parties campaigning ahead of 

the July 15 by-election. The village head directed this to 

NCA party supporters that recently initiated a door-to-

door campaign strategy. The following day (21 June) 

NCA party members confirmed that they had been 

turned away from most homes.  

Political intolerance continues to increase in 

Chiwundura. On 21 June it was reported that *John Mizi 

boarded public transport from Gambiza Business Centre 

which is in ward 10 to Gweru urban. It is alleged that 

upon boarding the bus wearing an MDC-T T-shirt, Mizi 

was immediately told to remove the T-shirt he was 

wearing by Zanu PF ward 10 chairperson Albert 

Mbulawa. Mbulawa also said Mizi would be forced off 

the bus if he did not remove the T-shirt. Because Mizi 

had nothing else to wear he was forced to get off the bus. 

 The Gweru District Administrator Mrs Chitiyo 

allegedly called for an urgent meeting with Chief Freddy 

Gambiza and all his kraal heads to be held on 23 June. 

The meeting allegedly resolved that those suspected to 

be working with opposition parties were going to be 

given a strong warning. It was also said that those 

among the kraal heads and other civil servants who are 

also going to be suspected to be working with opposition 

not Zanu PF are going to have their names removed 

from the payroll. The meeting was held at the District 

Administrator’s office in Gweru. 

*Similo Mbaleni who is alleged to have been a Zanu PF 

member and has since moved to the National People’s 

Party was approached and listed on the opposition 

supporters’ list and later threatened with unspecified 

action for absconding Zanu PF meetings in Mkoba, 

Gweru. The youths had gone door-to-door in Mkoba 

registering names of people and the parties that they 

support.  

 

*Names of victims have been changed. 

Category of incident  June 2017 May 2017 

Assault  3 2 

Theft/looting  1 0 

Discrimination  4 3 

MDP  1 0 

Intimidation/harassment  17 10 

Disrupted Political Mtg  1 1 
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Food And Other Aid Violations  

 

 

 

 

In Chimanimani West Makotamo village on 6 June it 

was reported that the Makotamo village head, Edward 

Makotamo harassed and intimidated three villagers 

saying in future food distribution programmes they must 

be denied food aid especially that from the social 

welfare department. He is alleged to have also said they 

are the ones who must pay for transportation of food aid 

if they are to benefit since they are not Zanu PF 

members.  

*Chenai Mbewe and other MDC-T supporters were 

denied food aid on political grounds when Zanu PF ward 

17 chairperson, Simon Mumbinjo, and Zanu PF ward 

youth chairperson, Tawanda Hamandishe, hijacked the 

food distribution programme. Mumbinjo and 

Hamandishe only gave food aid to known Zanu PF 

supporters from ward 17, Buhera Central on 15 June.  

 

 

Wedza Zanu PF District Chairperson, Renius Dhave, is 

alleged to have used names of Zanu PF youths to access 

Command Agriculture inputs on 5 June. Dhave was given 

enough maize seed and fertilizer to farm on ten hectares on the 

pretext that it was for a youth project. The Wedza South 

Member of Parliament, Michael Madanha, applauded the 

youth for the project however the youth were not aware of 

such a project. It then emerged that Dhave unscrupulously 

used names of youths to get the inputs and went on to share 

with senior party officials who had approved the request. This 

did not go well with Tendai Chinya, Clayton Gwasiri, Vimbai 

Muvirimi and Darlington Svosve; some of the youths whose 

names appeared on the list. Nevertheless, Dhave was protected 

by senior party supporters. The youths talked to the command 

farming committee and explained that they were not part of 

Dhave’s project.  

 

*Bradford Kuni was denied food aid during social 

welfare food distribution close to Kaponda Primary 

school in ward 2 Mhondoro Ngezi. Food aid distribution 

was administered by Councillor Ephraim Honda on 1 

June.  Honda ordered that Kuni’s name should be 

removed from the beneficiary register to restrict him 

accessing food in future distributions. The targeted 

beneficiaries were elderly community members. 

Meanwhile, in Mhondoro Ngezi, *Maurice Kadenge 

from Ward 4 was also denied food by village head 

Tinashe Makasa. It is alleged that the distribution was 

targeting vulnerable community members. The victim 

was denied food as he is a suspected MDC-T supporter.   

1/One 0/Zero 4/Four 1/One 6/Six 4/Four 0/Zero 1/One 0/Zero 1/One 
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At a food for work food distribution beneficiaries were 

given 35kg bags of maize in ward 18 at Wuyu Wuyu 

Business Centre on 6 June. Tibias Chitongo a Zanu PF 

chairperson was the food monitor responsible for 

distribution. Chitongo told people that if they do not 

support Zanu PF they would not benefit from the food 

aid. It is alleged that beneficiaries were forced to chant 

Zanu PF slogans before the distribution.  

 

Villagers gathered for food distribution at Wuyu Wuyu 

Business Centre (Picture by ZPP) 

It is alleged that money paid by villagers for 

transportation of food aid increased by $1.50 in 

Kuwadzana Banket, ward 22 of Zvimba South. On 13 

June over 700 beneficiaries were told that they would 

each have to pay $2.50 in order to receive their 

allocation of a 50kg bag of maize. The announcement 

was made by Zanu PF ward 22 councillor, Loveness 

Kamunga, who was also leading the food aid distribution 

targeting vulnerable people including orphans, widows 

and the elderly. 

 

Beneficiaries at Home Craft Hall South waiting for food 

aid (Picture by ZPP) 

Several households were allegedly denied food 

distributed by the social welfare department targeting 

elderly community members and food for work 

beneficiaries in ward 4, Makonde district on 14 June. 

The elderly were given 50kg bags of maize while those 

under the food for work programme were made to share 

a 50kg bag of maize as a pair. It is alleged that Chenesai 

Irene James, a Zanu PF district organising secretary 

denied a number of beneficiaries food aid citing that 

they were not on her master register. *Lorraine Chizanga 

was initially denied food but was later recalled. Those 

who did not receive their allocation were told that they 

would be the first to receive in the next distribution. 

Chizanga confirmed that social welfare food aid in 

Chinhoyi has been politicised and first preference is 

given to Zanu PF supporters. 

 

Makonde District ward 4 food distribution point (Picture 

by ZPP) 

 

In Chivi Central ward 16 at Mafenga Offices, on 6 June 

it was reported that ward 16 Zanu PF councillor, 

Munashe Pwanyai, and a Zanu PF youth, Howard 

Madungwe, hijacked a department of roads maintenance 

programme and recruited Zanu PF supporters only. The 

programme is open to every community member from 

Chivi and is aimed at improving the road network. It is 

said that the programme will offer three months 

contracts to those who would have been recruited. This 

left many suspected opposition supporters disappointed 

as such community programs are not supposed to be 

politicised.  
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Zanu PF member, Norah Mthwetha, disrupted a village 

meeting when she allegedly threatened to scrap off the 

names of opposition party supporters from a list of food aid 

beneficiaries. She said as a Zanu PF member she is justified 

to do so and ensure that only Zanu PF supporters benefit 

from food aid in the future. The meeting was held on 24 

June at Mbembeswana ward 3 of Bubi.  

 

In Gwanda North at Ntembeni in ward 3, it was reported 

that the village head, *Michael Nyoni convened a meeting 

with villagers with the aim of discussing problems 

affecting the community on 5 June. While at the meeting it 

is alleged that Zanu PF ward chairperson, Lazaros Ncube 

stood up and began castigating all opposition party 

supporters. It is alleged that he made reference to all village 

members aligned to ZimRights and other non-

governmental organizations and told them to stop their 

engagements or risk being removed from the social welfare 

beneficiaries’ list. When contacted for comment ZimRights 

confirmed that they have mechanisms of ensuring that the 

role of teir members is understood and that their 

community structures and provincial coordinators intervene 

ammicably.  

Zanu PF members, Goodwell Mafu and Elliot Mathuthu, 

were accused of withholding maize meant for vulnerable 

groups with the intention of redistributing to individuals 

who are not part of the beneficiary list. It is said that, 

villagers were refunded their $2 fees meant for ferrying 

their maize after the distribution and ultimately sent home 

empty handed. A few individuals that had paid via Ecocash 

are said to have received their share of the food aid on 24 

June in Insiza South at Nyamime village, ward 2.  

 

In Chiwundura ward 9 Kurima Kwakanaka village, on 1 

June opposition supporters were allegedly denied food aid 

which was in the form of rice. Zanu PF ward 9 chairperson, 

Clever Tarisa, and Zanu PF youth officer, Sunny Chitarata, 

denied all perceived opposition supporters rice from the 

Social Welfare department. This is said to have been done 

by initially removing these opposition supporters’ names 

from the Social Welfare beneficiaries list. Tarisa and 

Chitarata are alleged to have said that those who were 

removed from the list were only going to receive aid after 

they leave opposition parties and join Zanu PF. Zanu PF 

party slogans were chanted during distribution. 

On 11 June during maize distribution at Dambudzo 

Primary in Mbizo, Kwekwe, a Zanu PF member, Jaravani, 

declared that the official name list was not going to be used 

instead those who attend party meetings and are Zanu PF 

members are the ones who were going to get aid. He added 

that only those that support the party of President Mugabe 

would receive food aid.  

On 27
 
June in Chiwundura ward 14, two village heads from 

Mlezu village, namely Gideon Mputa and Otilia Sileba, 

allegedly denied all perceived opposition supporters rice 

from the Department of Social Welfare. Rice was only 

distributed among villagers who produced their Zanu PF 

membership cards. It is also alleged that the two village 

heads went on to openly declare that this food aid was 

meant for Zanu PF supporters only.  

*Names of victims have been changed. 
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Annexure 1. Letter notifying UZ students of the increase in academic fees for medical students 
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ANNEXURE 2.   DEFINITIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS. 

TERM DEFINITION 

MURDER Unlawful and intentional killing of another person 

SEXUAL ASSAULT: 

A) RAPE 
B) AGGRAVATED INDECENT SEXUAL 

ASSAULT 

It is knowingly causing another person to engage in an unwanted sexual act by force or 
threat. 

Is whereby a male person has sexual intercourse or anal intercourse with female  person 

without the consent of the latter 

Is whereby a person including a female commits a sexual act involving the penetration of 
any part of the victim’s body, other than a male person having sexual intercourse or anal 
intercourse with a female person, without the consent of the victim, including active and 
passive oral sex and anal sex between two individuals of any gender. 

ASSAULT 

 

A) FALANGA (FOOT WHIPPING) 

 

 

B) SUBMERSION/SUFFOCATION (WATER 
BOARDING) 

C) BEATING 
 

D) OTHER ASSAULT 
 

Is whereby a person commits an assault upon another person intending to cause that 

other person bodily harm. 

Is a form of corporal punishment whereby the soles of the feet are beaten with an object 
such as a cane, or rod, a piece of wood, or a whip.  The victim may be immobilized before 
the application of the beating by tying, securing the feet in leg irons, locking the legs into 

an elevated position or hanging upside down. 

A form of assault whereby water is forced into the victim’s breathing passages so as to 

simulate drowning. 

Is any form of physical assault including hitting of a person with or without an object such 
as a stick, belt, whip, barbed wire, log or any other object including bare hands.  It also 
includes the kicking or head-butting of a person; and includes stabbing, shooting and 
forced consumption (forcing a person or overeat or eat something poisonous or their own 
excreta.) 

TORTURE Any act by which severe pain or suffering, whether physical or mental, is intentionally 
inflicted on a person by or instigation of public official or other person acting in an official 
capacity for purposes of obtaining from the victim  or a third person information  or a 
confession , punishing him/her for an act s/he or a third person has committed or is 
suspected of having committed, or intimidating or coercing him/her or a third person, or 

for any reason based on discrimination of any kind 

THREAT It is whereby  a person threaten to commit a crime, including but not limited to murder, 
rape, aggravated indecent assault, unlawful detention , theft, malicious damage to 
property thereby inspiring  in the person on whom she/he communicates the threat of a 

reasonable fear or belief that he or she will commit the crime. 

HARASSMENT/INTIMIDATION Unlawfully subjecting one to pressure, insult of threat with intent to cause him/her to 

suffer anxiety discomfort and/or the feeling of insecurity. 

MOVEMENT VIOLATIONS  

KIDNAPPING/UNLAWFUL DETENTION 

 

A) ABDUCTION 
B) UNLAWFUL ARREST 

 

 

C) UNLAWFUL DETENTION 
 

D) FORCED DISPLACEMENT 

Is whereby a person deprives  another person of his freedom of bodily movement without 

lawful justification and/or authority  (based on section 93 of the Criminal code Act)  

The taking  away of a person using intimidation , open force of violence 

Is the arrest of a person by another person (usually a police officer), whereby the latter’s 
position generally authorizes him/her to arrest the other person, but not in this particular 

case.  Essentially, it  is a form of abuse of power on the part of the police officer 

Depriving a person of his or her freedom of bodily movement without lawful justification 

and/or authority. 

Internal displacement of persons or groups of persons “…who have been  forced  or 
obliged to flee or leave their homes or places or habitual residence, in particular as a 
result of or in order to avoid the effects or armed conflict, situations of generalized 
violence, violations of human rights or natural or human made disasters, and who have 
not crossed an internally  recognized border” 

PROPERTY RIGHTS  

THEFT Is whereby a person takes property from another person “knowing” that the other person 

is entitled to own, possess or control this very property. 

ROBBERY  Is whereby a person steals, borrows or uses the property of another person without 
authority, thereby intentionally using violence or the threat of immediate violence to 
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induce the person who has lawful control over the property to relinquish his/her control 
over it. 

STOCK THEFT Is whereby a person takes livestock from another person knowing that the other person is 

entitled to own, and possess or control this very property. 

MALICIOUS DAMAGE TO PROPERTY 

 

 

A) DESTRUCTION OF HOME 
B) OTHER TYPES OF MDP 

 

Is whereby a person  knowing that the other person is entitled to own, possess or control 
any property, damages or destroys that very property (Note: MDP to 
communal/household property should only be chosen for one family member: the victim 

or head of household in that  order) 

Is a form of malicious damage to property, it occurs when a home is burnt to the ground 
or otherwise made inhabitable in such a manner as the only option toward the making 

the home habitable is to completely rebuild it. 

 

 

 

 

 


