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ZIMBABWE ELECTION SUPPORT NETWORK

BIOMETRIC VOTER REGISTRATION UPDATE – NUMBER 6
20 October 2017 – The Zimbabwe Election Support Network (ZESN) continues to observe
Phase One of the Biometric Voter Registration exercise in all 10 provinces of the country.
There are six days left before the close of voter registration under Phase One and ZESN has
made the following observations over the past seven days:
Misinformation on the BVR process
ZESN has received reports of intimidation, especially in rural areas, whereby registrants are
being misinformed about the BVR and its purpose. Potential registrants are being informed
that having registered using the system it is possible to know who they will vote for in the
2018 elections. These cases were reported in Mudzi North Ward 1, Murewa North Ward 4
and Muzarabani Ward 3 among other areas. ZESN notes that the misinformation and
intimidation of citizens is a serious violation of the right to free participation in electoral
process that threatens the credibility of the whole electoral process. In addition, ZESN has
received reports of registrants being forced to submit their names and details such as serial
numbers of voter registration slips to Ward chairpersons and other community leaders as a
way of intimidating them into believing that their voting choices will be traceable in the 2018
election. ZESN therefore urges ZEC to conduct comprehensive voter education and
information to ensure that citizens are well informed about the BVR process to demystify
some of these shenanigans by politicians.
Lack of required documentation
ZESN observers have reported cases of people failing to register in areas such as
Matebeleland provinces and other remote areas because they do not have birth certificates
and national IDs. ZESN urges the government to consider waivering the fees for obtaining
birth certificates in order to facilitate easy acquisition of National IDs by potential registrants
especially in remote areas.
Turned away registrants
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	Summary
	The Zimbabwe Election Support Network (ZESN) continues to observe Phase One of the Biometric Voter Registration exercise in all 10 provinces of the country. There are six days left before the close of voter registration under Phase One.
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